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THE SCHOOLBOY AS 
. CITIZEN 

[A lecture delivered at the Pachaiyappa't College, 
Madrat, 19 September 192J.] 

FRIENDS: Some of you may be perhaps a little 
surprised at the title that I have taken for this even¬ 
ing's lecture. You may be under the impression 
that the question of citizenship belongs to men and 
women and not to boys and girls at school. That is 
one of the common mistakes that people make. For 
really what the boy or the girl is at school will be the 
man or the woman in later life. You cannot make 
a good oitizen if you only begin with a person when 
he is twenty or twenty-five or thirty. The good 
citizen has to be made in the days of the school, and 
trained in the oollege. because it is in the time of 
youth, in boyhood, that the character is shaped, 
when the whole nature is plastic. 

A man's character is very largely formed when 
the boy is in the making, very much moulded from 
within but also helped from without He brings 
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with him a large number of qualities whieh will de¬ 
termine to a very large extent the outlines of his 
character We can modify our characters and 
largely shape them in the right direction, if we have 
what is called an ideal which governs our conduct 
It is in the time of the schooldays that very much 
of that building of the real citizen is done. 

I have just used the word 44 ideal .' 9 Let me tell 
you what is meant by the word 44 ideal." It is an 
idea that is constantly in the mind, and not one of 
those fleeting thoughts which come in and go out 
of the mind like visitors in a house It is what is 
called a fixed idea and it rules conduct. That which 
you think about constantly, that you become, so 
that you can shape your character as it came with 
you into the world and improve it: you can get rid 
of the defects and make the good qualities strong. 
But even to the end of our lives, there are marked 
traces left of the character made in the past. 

The New Generation 

Now, as you know, this is the time in which very 
great changes are going on in the world. Those 
changes are taking place so fast that it is difficult 
to keep pace with them. Scientific people tell us 
that a new type of humanity is being bom into the 
world just now. Children are bom in all the 
different nations with certain special qualities in 
common. They are alike in their physical bodies, 
and the facial type is quite recognizable, and 
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wherever they are bom that type comes out. It 
goes with a particular kind of “ temperament," as 
the scientist calls it. 

Not only is that true, but if you look over the 
world today, you will see that young people in every 
country are showing out a certain difference from 
their elders, very much greater than in the past. 
You find them very quick to realize a social ideal, 
very eager to throw themselves into movements of 
reform and improvement, very enthusiastic in 
taking them up. fond of discussing them, fond of 
debating over them, and this is the same wherever 
you go. You may go to the West or the East or to 
any country you like. Everywhere you will find that 
young people are different from their parents and 
grandparents. They have different ideas, different 
ways of looking at the world, different ambitions, 
and different hopes and aspirations. They are less 
set upon their own success than on the success of 
some cause that attracts them. If you talk to a 
middle-aged man. for instance, about what is called 
Internationalism, the relation between Nations, you 
will not. as a rule, find him very enthusiastic about 
it But if you talk to college youths about it you 
will find that they are very much attracted by the 
idea. They feel that other nations are not enemies 
but are members of a single family, and that 
they ought to be. in their relations with each other, 
like brothers in a family and not like wild beasts 
in a jungle, as they have been in ages that are past. 
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One of the most marked characteristics of youth 
today is that they want to be friendly with other 
nations. You will find among the western nations, 
for instance, where they happen to be more quar¬ 
relsome perhaps than they are in the East, a number 
of sooieties. the central idea of eaoh society being 
friendliness, brotherhood, and desire to help each 
other. 

The Scout brotherhood, which is immensely 
popular all over the world because it is a brother¬ 
hood movement, because it means that whether a 
boy is a German or a Frenchman or an Englishman 
or an Indian or a Japanese, all are brothers to each 
other and there is no reason why they should be 
enemies: the great ideal of that body is that a 
Scout is a brother to every other Scout and a friend 
to all creatures. It is not limited to human beings 
alone. It takes in the younger brothers, the ani¬ 
mals. as well. All creatures come within that great 
sweeping idea of brotherhood. So we begin to 
recognize this general emotion among the youth of 
the world. 

Men of the Future 

Now in India especially, the changes that I spoke 
of between the older generation and the younger are 
more marked than they are in the West, because the 
vision of the nation is changing so rapidly and new 
ideals have been growing up among the people. 
Her whole attitude towards the world is changing. 
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India it no longer willing to take an inferior place 
among the nations of the world, but claims her 
right to a place of freedom and equality with the 
great nations of the world. That is a thing that 
you find very strongly in the younger generation, 
and the importance of your school life, or your 
college life, is that the freedom and the equality that 
are being claimed will be yours as you grow into 
manhood, to bear its responsibilities and its duties. 
It is not very often that in the story of nations you 
find people working for liberty, and things are going 
on so rapidly and practically that there will be an 
immense difference between the position of the 
younger generation in their manhood and the posi¬ 
tion of their fathers Your fathers worked to have 
some position in their own country and some rights 
in their own country. But when you come to 
manhood. India will be yours to work for. to shape 
and to guide, and it is that which makes the life of 
the schoolboy today so enormously important to 
the future of the country. For that which you aim 
at in your ideals in youth, you will be able to realize 
in your manhood. Those who are boys in school 
today are the future Statesmen of India, the future 
Admirals and Generals of India, the men of the 
future, who will have the destiny of India in their 
own hands tomorrow. If that be so. then how vital 
it is that in your schooldays you should begin to 
have the spirit of the citizen and understand what 
a citizen in a free country means. 
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The Good Citizen 

What docs the word “ citizen M mean ? Obviously 
it comes from the English word M city." *' A man who 
is fit to live in a city .' 9 That is the real meaning of 
the word "citizen." Citizenship is the same as 
what the old Creeks meant by the word M Politics." 
which came from the Creek word M polis. * a city. 
Unfortunately today the politician is not always a 
good citizen. He is only thinking of getting some¬ 
thing for himself, while the citizen is thinking of 
what he can gain for his Nation. In most oountnes 
a man becomes a politician in order that he may 
gain something. It may be a government post; it 
may be a position in the country; it may be power. 
It ought to be service. That is the only thing that 
Justifies a man in going into what we call politics 
here, that he can serve his country, make his 
country better, happier, improve its laws, improve 
its customs, spread education amongst all children 
alike, not only among those who are well off. but 
among the poorest of the poor, that he may use his 
power, his thought, every mental and emotional 
ability, in order to raise his nation to happiness 
and to make it free and prosperous and great. That 
is what the old Greek meant when he said Politics 
A man who can live usefully and harmoniously 
with his fcllowmen is the essence of the idea of the 
citizen. 

If you consider for a moment the life in Athens 
you will find that every Creek in Athens was expected 
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to take part in his turn in the governing of the 
State. He had to be fit to take up any public office ; 
he had to be ready to bear the burden of that 
City State, to do his duty, to be an active guide, 
defender, helper of the City, and until the age of 18 
he was carefully trained in that duty and then took 
an oath to follow it out. Presently I will tell you 
how high and genuine their idea of civio virtue was. 

According to the biologist man is a social animal. 
He develops his best qualities in the sooiety of his 
fellowmen. The Creeks used to talk of the world 
as ‘Greeks and barbanins " They looked on the 
rest of the world as barbarians because they did 
not have the culture, the education, the social con* 
trol. the reverence for law. the human dignity, that 
were the great characteristics of the Athenian. 
The barbarians were not fit for the life in the city. 
Similarly you will find in old India City States 
ruled and guided by a Council of Citizens, the best 
men in the State. 

The Athenian Oath 

The old idea was that every man must be educat¬ 
ed. if he is to be a oitizen; he must be fit to live 
among his fellow-oitizens; he must recognize his 
duty to them, his duty to himself, his duty to those 
around him. The whole of that exquisite fabric of 
Athenian Culture. Athenian Art. Athenian Litera¬ 
ture. could not last long, because it trampled on 
the rights of other men and built itself on the slavery 
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of the majority of the people in that town. The 
slaves were captives taken in war, or uncultured 
peasants captured and brought into the city. To be 
an Athenian was to be a citizen and a gentleman. 
The ideal of duty was very high and made no appeal 
to the uncultivated mind. The whole of the educa¬ 
tion of Athens was based on the idea of citizenship. 
The boys' education was austere and strict, like that 
of Manu's brahmachari, and included military 
training. At 18 they were brought before a great 
gathenng of citizens, were given arms, and took the 
following oath : 

“ We will never bring disgrace to this our eity 
by any act of dishonesty or cowardice . nor ever 
desert our suffering comrades in the ranks ; we 
will fight for the ideals and sacred things of the 
City . both alone and with many ; we will revere 
and obey the City's laws and do our best to incite 
a like respect and reverence in those above us 
who are prone to annul or set them at naught: we 
will strive unceasingly to quicken the public sense 
of civic duty ; thus in all these ways we will trans¬ 
mit this City , not only not less . but greater and 
more beautiful than it was when transmitted to us." 

In the Borough of Poplar, in the East End of 
London, where masses of the poor arc gathered, 
there is a prayer written in letters of gold on a 
mahogany box placed at the head of the staircase 
going up to the Council Chamber, where the spirit 
of the Athenian oath reappears 
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"Grant to our generation the vision of our 
borough fair aa ehe might be ; a borough of juatiee 
where none ehall prey on others . a borough of 
plenty where viee and poverty shall cease to 
faster ; a borough of brotherhood where all sueeess 
shall be founded on service, and honour shall be 
given to nobleness alone ; a borough of peaee 
where orders shall not rest on force. but on the 
love of all for the borough, the great mother of 
the common life and weal.” 

Each one of you, a boy today, muit remember 
that which 1 have alluded to just now. that you are 
growing into a citizen. For Indians too will be 
citizens before manhood has come to many of you. 
Hence your education should be shaped and 
dominated by that idea. What we really mean by a 
citizen, the man who is fit to live in society, is 
that he as a man realizes the obligations that he 
owes to all men around him and discharges those 
obligations to the best of his ability, and so makes 
the City State prosperous and happy. The essential 
structure of a State is very similar throughout 
history. Sometimes it takes in all that were the 
cultivated people, as in Athens; sometimes only a 
part of the people, while other parts of the people 
arc neglected and uncared for. But no State is 
truly civilized where the culture of the few is 
based on the misery and ignorance of the many; 
and one of your greatest duties will be to build 
up the masses of the people of India so that 
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they may be worthy also to be citizens in a free 
land. 

M Make A Good Start t ” 

You must share your education with those who 
have none; you must try to help boys of your own 
age and even elder boys by sharing with them 
something of that which you have learned, and 
there is no better proof of the success of an edu¬ 
cational institution than the night schools for the 
poor where boys educated in the higher institutions 
go out and help the poor, more ignorant, to nse 
There is one thing that Plato says that is of 
supreme importance in this connection You know 
in a wood of trees you see a tree which has grown 
crooked instead of upright. If you examine it, you 
will find it has had a twist while it was only a young 
tree or a sapling ; if anybody had taken away perhaps 
some stone that had got in the way. the tree would 
have grown up straight. That is a thoroughly 
suitable simile of the boy at school and the man out 
in the world. 

Plato, addressing the Chief Director of Education 
at Athens, corresponding to our Director of Public 
Instruction, said : ” Both the man appointed and 
those who appoint him must realize that this is the 
most important among the chief offices of the 
State. Because whatever the creature, be it plant or 
animal, tame or wild, its earlier growth must make 
a good start. That is the most important step 
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towards the consummation of the excellence of 
which its nature is capable.” 

There is one thing above all others, perhaps, 
that affects the character in future life. That 
is not a matter that the boys themselves can 
control. It is a matter for those who teach the 
bovs. and that is that no boy should ever be fright¬ 
ened while he is in the school. Very few people 
realize the enormous importance of that. Harsh 
words, angry words, the brutality that you some¬ 
times find in the use of any form of corporal punish¬ 
ment. are crimes against the young people. The 
one necessary thing for a young child is kindness. 
You must treat him with gentleness and affection. 
You must try to attract and not to drive him. That 
is the vital essence of education on whioh the future 
character of a man or woman depends. The more 
you study children, the better you know them. If 
a child is terrified, you are driving him into coward¬ 
ice and very often into the vice of falsehood. Half 
the falsehoods young children tell are told because 
they are afraid of being punished, and that leaves a 
mark on the character right through life. That is 
a thing they have to be guarded against. It gives a 
twist to the young like the stone's twist to the tree 
and you cannot get rid of it in later life. 

The citizen. I say, is the man who thinks of the 
larger community more than himself. He puts 
society first and himself second. The ideal of a 
good citizen is not to make himself a successful 
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man of the world, thinking of his own interest. The 
sense of duty to the State is very lacking in a large 
number of people. 

Games Make Character 

There are two types of education—General and 
Vocational education. The general education is 
that which every one ought to have- and without 
that you cannot have a true society. Vocational 
education is the education that fits you to take up 
some particular work in the State. 

Many of the qualities that make the good citizen 
are learnt better in games than in the classrooms. 
Games are necessary to give you the character 
that you want. For it is in the game that you learn 
to obey the captain of the team in which you are 
playing first. You play the game in the interests 
of the whole team, in order to win the game for 
your side as a whole. That is a splendid training, 
to learn to work with others for a common end. to 
put your own ambition behind you and the game of 
the whole school in front. You must also take a 
defeat without anger or resentment. 

These are the ideals that should animate every 
boy growing into his dawning manhood, when he 
begins to realise what it is to be a citizen in a free 
land. In seeking the great ideal, think of the Nation 
as your mother, seek to make it prosperous, to have 
it free from disease and poverty and misery, seek 
to leave it better than you have found it. When 
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India comes into your own hands, try to make her 
greater, better and more beautiful than she is today. 
The ideal with which everyone should live is to 
make the whole life noble. They must imagine 
that the Nation is great, and the individual small. 
Then India will be proud of the conditions in her 
schools today, and the India of the future shall be 
even greater than the splendid India of the past. 
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